Introduction/Purpose: Despite DBM having positive effects on union rates in other subspecialties of orthopaedics, there is a general lack of evidence about bone graft substitutes in foot and ankle surgery. To our knowledge, orthopaedic surgeons have never evaluated the use of demineralized bone matrix (DBM) as it pertains to the union rate of arthroscopic ankle fusions. The purpose of this clinical study is to compare the rate of union in arthroscopic ankle fusions in patients that have had DBM to those without DBM. The hypothesis of this study was that use of DBM would increase the union rate in all patients undergoing arthroscopic ankle arthrodesis.
